It is well attested that we perceive speech through the filter of our native language: a classic example is that of Japanese listeners who cannot discriminate between the American /l/ and /r/ and identify both as their own /r/ phoneme (Goto, H., 1971. Neuropsychologia 9, 317-323.). Outside of the laboratory, however, the situation seems to differ: we here report a study involving Spanish-Catalan bilingual subjects who have had the best opportunities to learn a new contrast but did not do it. Our study demonstrates a striking lack of behavioral plasticity: early and extensive exposure to a second language is not sufficient to attain the ultimate phonological competence of native speakers. © 1997 Elsevier Science B.V.
Introduction
Languages differ in the sounds they use to make up words and there is ample evidence that these differences have consequences for perceptual processing (e.g., 
